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householders must follow the ways of the world. IB genera! too,
though a bride-groom may have otter merits, the wise especially in-
cline towards good family. Now at the head of all royal houses stand
the Mukharas, worshipped, like Siva's foot-print, by all the world.
Of that race's pride, Avantivarman, the eldest son, Grahavarman by
name, who lacks not his father's virtues, a prince like the lord of
planets descended upon earth, seeks our daughter. Upon him, if your
majesty's thoughts are likewise favourable, I propose to bestow her." To
these words she replied: " Mothers^ your majesty, are to their
daughters no more indeed than nurses, useful only in rearing them.
In their bestowal the father is the judge!' These statements show that
in selecting a son-in-law, good family and virtue or character were con-
sidered the deciding factors. The relations of the young man sought
the girl's land and, if the young man was approved of by the girl's
father, he placed the proposal before his wife, If these jointly agreed,
then the parents like Prabhakaravardhana and Yasovati, sent for their
sons and acquainted them also with this design, Then, on a day of
good omen, in the presence of the whole royal household, the father
poured the betrothal water (du-hitrdanajalam) upon the hand of an envoy
extraordinary, who had arrived previously with instructions from
Grahavarman to sue for the princess.1

4.   A Eoyal Wedding

Consequently preparations were made for a royal wedding on a
lavish scale. Bana again gives us a detailed and glowing description
of the arrangements which were in progress prior to Rajyasri's marri-
age. "A.11 the world ", he relates, " bedecked itself with betel, perfumes,
and flowers, distributed with a lavish hand. From every country were
summoned companies of skilled artists, 'Under the charge of royal officers
came whole villages, bringing loads of serviceable gifts* Emissaries con-
veyed presents from many a king. The favourites busied themselves in
attending to the traops of relatives, come in answer to invitations. Leather
workers, wild with intoxication-having been treated with wine-flourished
in their hands drum-sticks, with which they sharply struck the festal
drums, till they boomed again. Moitars, pestles, stone blocks, and other
utensils were bedecked with pounded perfumes. Successive trains of trou-
badours, appearing on every side, crowded the courts, where images of
Indrani were being set up. Carpenters presented with white flowers, un-
guents and clothes, planned out the marriage altar, Workmen mounted
on ladders, with brushes upheld in their hands and plaster pails on their

1 Sana, Harsacarita, p. 123, text, p.. 142*   Italics mine.